Center for Regulatory Effectiveness

Suite 700
11 Duponr Circle, NNW.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: (202) 265-2383  Fax: (202) 939-6969
www.TheCRE.com

August 21, 2002

Office of the Chief Information Officer
U.S. Department of Energy

Forrestal Building, Room 8H-089

1000 Independence Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20585

RE: CRE COMMENTS ON PROPOSED DATA QUALITY ACT GUIDELINES

Dear Sir or Madam:

[ am writing on behaif of the Center for Regulatory Effectiveness (CRE) to share with
you the Center’s comments on the Department of Energy’s { “DOE") recently proposed Data
Quality Act Guidelines, issued pursuant to the Data Quality Act amendments to the Paperwork
Reduction Act (“PRA™), 44 U.S.C. § 3516 historical and statutory notes.

In addition to the following DOE-specific comments. CRE’s comments on DOE’s
proposed guidelines include and incorporate by reference the following attachments.

CRE GENERAL COMMENTS TO ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES RELATED TO DATA
QUALITY ACT GUIDELINES

. Attached as Exhibit A is a paper that outlines a number of cross-cutting issues
related to Data Quality guidelines which are applicable to ail agencies and which
contains CRE’s recommendations on how such issues should be addressed.

- CRE strongly believes that proper action on these key issues will help
ensure that the guidelines issued by all agencies are workable, effective.
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and in keeping with the requirements of the statute.

. In the paper. CRE identifies and evaluates a number of agency approaches to these
cross-cutting issues. Such examples include positive agency proposals that might
be emulated, as well as problematic agency proposais which should be avoided.

LEGAL MEMORANDUM ON THE DATA QUALITY ACT’S APPLICABILITY TO
ALL PUBLIC INFORMATION

. Attached as Exhibit B is a legal memorandum which summarizes an inquiry by
Multinational Legal Services, Inc. into the Data Quality Act’s applicability. This
MLS memorandum concludes:

- Based on the PRA’s Information Dissemination provisions, including the
Data Quality Act, and the relevant legislative history, Congress intended
the Data Quality Act standards to apply to ail information that federal
agencies in fact make publicly available.

— Thus, neither DOE nor any other federal agency has discretion to violate
this legislative intent by exempting categories of information from the
standards set forth pursuant to the Data Quality Act.

In addition to these two attached documents, CRE offers the following comments on
DOE’s proposed data quality guidelines.

DOE AND ALL OTHER AGENCIES SHOULD ADOPT THE DEFINITIONS OF
“DISSEMINATION” AND “INFORMATION” IN OMB CIRCULAR A-130

Most exemptions from the Data Quality Act Guidelines stem from the definitions ot
“information” and ‘dissemination” proposed by DOE, OMB and other agencies. The MLS legal
memorandum attached as Exhibit B explains that Congress intended the data quality guidelines
to apply to all information that agencies subject to the PRA have in fact made public. DOE,
OMB and most other agencies have violated congressional intent by creating numerous
exemptions from the guidelines’ applicability. Most if not all of these exemptions arise from the
definitions of “dissemination” and “information.”

For purposes of data quality standard appiicability, DOE, OMB and the other federal
agencies should adopt and apply OMB’s longstanding definitions of “information” and
“dissemination” in OMB Circular A-130. These OMB definitions are consistent with
congressional intent regarding the PRA’s information Dissemination provisions, including the
Data Quality Act amendments. OMB itseif has acknowledged that Congress essentially codified
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Circular A~130 when it enacted most of the PRA Information Dissemination provisions in 1995.
Memorandum for Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, Alice Rivlin, OMB Director
(M-95-22, September 29, 1995). The A-130 definitions are also simular to those OMB originally
proposed to use for Data Quality Act Guidelines. 66 FR 34489, 34492-93 (June 28, 2001).

PETITIONS FOR INFORMATION FIRST DISSEMINATED BEFORE OCTOBER 1,
2002

OMB’s government-wide Data Quality Act Guidelines state: “The agency’s
administrative mechanisms, under paragraph IT1.3, shall apply to information that the agency
disseminated on or after October 1, 2002, regardless of when the agency first disseminated the
information.” Application of the administrative correction process to information first
disseminated before October 1, 2002, as long as dissemination continues after that date, is
required by the express language of the Data Quality Act. The Data Quality Act amendments to
the PRA state that DOE and the other federal agencies subject to the PRA must “establish
administrative mechanisms allowing affected persons to seek and obtain correction of
information maintained and disseminated by the agency that does not comply with the
[government-wide] guidelines issued” by OMB. 44 U.S.C. § 3516 historical and statutory notes
(section (b)(2)(B)}emphasis added). The term “maintained ** means “to keep in existence or
continuance; preserve; retain....” Under the plain language of the statute, use of the term
“maintained” in conjunction with the past-tense verb “disseminated” requires application of the
correction process to information that was first disseminated before October 1, but which
continues to be disseminated after that date.

DOE’s proposed Data quality Act Guidelines are unclear on this issue. For exampie, at
Section IV (A)(2), they use the phrase “‘disseminated or redisseminated on or after October 1,
2002."

DOE’s final Data Quality Guidelines shouid clearly state that the Guidelines and the
administrative petition process apply 1o all information that s still being disseminated by DOE
on or after October 1, 2002, regardless of when the information was first disseminated.

PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENT ON “DOE ELEMENT” SUPPLEMENTAL
GUIDELINES

At Section C(1), DOE’s proposed Data Quality Guidelines state that “DOE Elements
may develop and post on their websites supplemental guidelines for the process they will follow
for reviewing the quality (including objectivity, utility and integrity} of information before it is
disseminated.”

Any supplemental Data Quality Guidelines should be proposed for public comment before they
are published as final. Publication and application of supplemental Data Quality guidelines
without prior opportunity for public notice and comment wouid violate the rulemaking
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requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. § 553.

APPLICATION OF THE DATA QUALITY GUIDELINES AND ADMINISTRATIVE
PETITION PROCESS TO RULEMAKINGS AND OTHER PUBLIC-NOTICE-AND-
COMMENT PROCEEDINGS

At Section IV(A)(1), DOE’s proposed guidelines restrict application of the Data Quality
Act Guidelines and administrative petition process when the information at issue is subject to
public comment. CRE understands these proposed restrictions as follows.

1) With respect to information that is the subject of an ongoing public comment period,
the public can only file a Data Quality Act administrative petition during the public
comment period.

2) With respect to information that is “set forth or referenced in a DOE notice of final
rulemaking or a final Environmental Impact Statement (and any reiated Record of
Decision)”, the public has to file an administrative petition under the Data Quality Act “in
the form of a petition for rulemaking under 5 U.S.C. § 553(e) or a petition for
supplemental environmental impact statement under 10 CFR Part 1021, whichever 1s
appropriate.”

3) “If the request for correction [under the Data Quality Act} concerns information in or
referenced in a document subject to comment at an early stage of the public comment
process (e.g., an advance notice of proposed rulemaking), any response prior to
publication of the final document is a preliminary response.”

Viewed together, these three restrictions appear to be an attempt to freeze the time that
administrative petitions can be filed to two moments: during the actual public comment period
and after a final rule or EIS is issued. They also appear in most instances to allow DOE to delay
a decision on an administrative petition to the time a final rule or EIS is issued. DOE should not
promulgate these restrictions as part of DOE’s final Data Quality Guidelines.

Delaying a decision on an administrative petition for years until there is a final rule or EIS
would violate the requirement in OMB’s government-wide Data Quality Guidelines that DOE
“shall establish administrative mechanisms allowing affected persons to seek and obtain, where
appropriate, timely correction of information maintained and disseminated by DOE that does not
comply with OMB or agency guidelines.” 67 FR 8452, 8459 (Feb. 2, 2002). Disseminated
information that does not meet Data Quality Guidelines can do significant harm to affected






