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Good morning. [ am Tom Melius, Assistant Director for External Affairs for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service). Thank you for the opportunity to testify today regarding the
Service’s implementation of the Information Quality Act, as mandated by Section 515(a) of the
Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act of 2001.

The goal of the Information Quality Act (IQA) is to ensure and maximize the quality, objectivity,
utility, and integrity of information disseminated by Federal agencies. The Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) published final government-wide guidelines for IQA
implementation in 2001 and 2002. In accordance with these guidelines, the Service published its
own guidelines describing how the agency would implement IQA within its programs. The
Service appreciates and fully supports the IQA’s goal of ensuring the quality of scientific
information used by government agencies, and of making this information transparent for the
public. Science is the foundation for all of our conservation efforts and the Service has a long
and proud tradition of scientific excellence.

Before discussing how IQA implementation has worked in the Service, I would like to clarify
where in our organization we have placed IQA responsibility. Many agencies have designated
the Chief Information Officer (CIO) as the official responsible for IQA, and indeed this is
standard in the Department of the Interior. Under the Service’s guidelines, the Assistant Director
for External Affairs is the responsible official for implementing IQA. The Service implemented
IQA in this way because in 2002 we did not have a CIO, and because at that time the Service’s
research coordinator reported to External Affairs. Currently, the Service’s Science Advisor, who
reports to the Director, is responsible for handling appeals of IQA decisions rendered by the
Assistant Director for External Affairs. Since a CIO has recently been designated within the
Service, it is our intention to reassign responsibility for administering IQA to the new CIO so
that we will be in line with Department of the Interior practice.

Affected persons or organizations may challenge the quality of information disseminated by the
Service under IQA guidelines by filing a formal request for correction with the agency. Upon
receipt, these requests are reviewed for appropriateness under OMB’s government-wide,
Department of the Interior, and Service guidance. Once a request is determined to be appropriate
under the IQA, it is routed to the program or Regional office responsible for the information
being challenged. After researching the issue and developing a response, the reviewing office
submits its decision to the Assistant Director for External Affairs in Washington, D.C. The
Assistant Director for External Affairs then coordinates with Departmental personnel to ensure
the accuracy of the response, and if deemed accurate, signs the document and delivers it to the






