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Josh Rogin and Eli Lake / Review of Clinton's
email could cost millions

Posted: Monday, March 16, 2015 12:01 am

The State Department is beginning to sort through more than 55,000 pages of emails
from Hillary Clinton's tenure as secretary that she handed over late last year, sticking
taxpayers with additional costs that could reach into the millions. It's an additional burden
for her former department and another aspect of an email fiasco her political opponents
plan to highlight.

Clinton's office sent the emails to the State
Department last December, a portion of
the total in her possession, after printing
them out and stacking them in boxes. The
department largely sat on them until this
month, when news broke that she had
used a "homebrew" server rather than her
government account to conduct her official
business.

On March 5, Secretary of State John Kerry
pledged that the department would work
"as rapidly as possible" to go through all

the new documents, redact any sensitive information, and then release them to the
public. The department has since said that the effort will take several months.

Rep. Mike Pompeo, R-Kansas, a member of the House special committee on Benghazi that
is subpoenaing Clinton's personal emails, told us that based on his committee's
experience sorting through 44,000 other hard-copy paper documents provided by the
State Department last year, the new effort could involve "hundreds and hundreds of man
hours." "I think the effort of reviewing these documents will greatly exceed a million
bucks," said Pompeo. "The United States taxpayer is going to pay for that."

The State Department must have employees review every page to ensure that no
sensitive or classified information will be released. Those redacted documents must then
be scanned and compiled into a database searchable by the public.

If Clinton had used her departmental email account - as she insisted her employees do
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during her tenure - the messages would already be in the government's electronic records
management system and could be redacted and released as part of the regular Freedom
of Information Act process, Pompeo said.

Alec Gerlach, a State Department spokesman, told us staff members would take several
steps to minimize the expense of reviewing and releasing the emails, although he said
there was no firm idea exactly how much it will cost.

Nick Merrill, a Clinton spokesman, declined to comment on whether she would reimburse
the department for the review, but he pointed out that federal regulations specify that
documents to be reviewed for declassification should be printed out.

Jim Tozzi, a former Office of Management and Budget official who served in five
presidential administrations, told us that the process would involve multiple reads of the
paper documents to highlight what might be sensitive, followed by subject-matter experts
being brought in to make determinations.

These costs will likely be compounded by disputes over the full body of Clinton's emails
during her time as secretary, said Ryan Shapiro, a documents researcher at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology: "By handing over only a portion of her emails for
review, Secretary Clinton not only continues to withhold important records from the
public, she is also all but inviting FOIA lawsuits seeking access to her still undisclosed
mail."

As secretary, Clinton professed to being a budget hawk, imploring her employees not to
waste resources. Yet through her own actions, she has bequeathed a huge cost and effort
to others she left behind.

And she, too, may pay a heavy price. The process is sure to linger well into the 2016
primary cycle, meaning it will provide another period of scandal for her all-but-certain
presidential campaign.

Josh Rogin and Eli Lake are Bloomberg View columnists.
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